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EVENTS CELEBRATE UM’S 108TH BIRTHDAY 
MISSOULA-
Celebration of The University of Montana’s 108th anniversary on Thursday, Feb. 15, 
will include a birthday-cake cutting ceremony, music by UM’s Chamber Chorale and an 
awards presentation.
The public is invited to attend all Charter Day events, beginning with a 2 p.m. 
ceremony in the University Center south atrium, where campus officials will share brief 
comments and cut birthday cake for those in attendance. Music will add to the festivities.
The commemoration of the University’s 1893 founding will continue at 3:30 p.m. with 
the Charter Day celebration in UM’s Music Recital Hall. Associate Professor Gary Funk will 
direct the Chamber Chorale in a performance. An awards program follows with the 
presentation of seven distinguished campus service awards.
Recipients and their awards are Bill Bouchee, Neil S. Bucklew Presidential Service 
Award; Melanie Hoell, Robert T. Pantzer Award; Donald and Mary Gatzke, Montana Alumni 
Award; Susan Castle, George M. and Jane I. Dennison Staff Award; George Stanley,
Dennison Faculty Award; Michael Mayer, Montana Faculty Service Award; and Christopher 
Zeeck, ASUM Student Service Award.
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A public reception in the second-floor lobby of the Gallagher Building will follow the 
awards ceremony.
The Charter Day celebration continues Thursday evening with a basketball game and a 
lecture. The Montan? Grizzlies take on the Weber State Wildcats at 7:05 p.m. in the Adams 
Center, and the seventh annual Native American Lecture begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Milwaukee 
Station, next to the Clark Fork River and the Higgins Avenue Bridge.
The lecture features Elouise Cobell, Blackfeet tribal member and lead plaintiff in 
Cobell v. Babbitt, the largest lawsuit ever by American Indians against the federal 
government. She will discuss "Indian Nations: Empowerment and Asset Building in 
Communities." Birthday cake will be served before and after the free, public lecture, which is 
sponsored by UM's O'Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
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